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8th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you and your families are well and keeping safe. I have spoken to many of you in recent weeks and it is 

wonderful to hear how positively so many of you are responding to the unprecedented times in which we find 

ourselves. It is not easy to keep children safe, happy, motivated and engaged in their learning whilst, as many 

of you are, also working from home yourselves. (Not to mention keeping the cupboards stocked and everyone 

fed!) The evidence so far suggests you are doing an amazing job! I am reluctant to describe the current 

situation as ‘home-schooling’ as that implies you have elected to do this. What you are doing is coping 

admirably during this pandemic and finding the balance and routine that works best for you and your family. I 

hope we are supporting you as effectively as possible to do this. 

 

Maintaining Contact 

The senior teachers and I are making telephone contact with every family on a regular basis to check you are 

all safe and well and to find out if there is any assistance you need. Some of these calls are made from school 

but when teachers are working at home you will see ‘private number’ - please answer these calls. 

 

Tapestry 

Our virtual learning platform has proved very successful so far - we have received excellent feedback from 

many parents. In excess of 80% of families have activated their accounts and are regularly posting work to 

their class teachers. It is an excellent way for your child to receive feedback and guidance from their teacher 

and for parents to communicate with them directly also. The standard of work and creativity shown by our 

pupils has been outstanding – we will be publishing this in a weekly  ‘Learning Gallery’ on our website in 

order to share these achievements with the wider school community. 

 

Please also ensure your child keeps up with their Mathletics tasks too – we will be publishing a weekly update 

of Mathletics ‘Champions’ from each class. 

 

Please continue to ensure your child completes the daily tasks set by their teacher. Some parents have said 

they are finding it difficult to replicate the hours of a school day. I can imagine that would be very difficult 

and I would not recommend it! I would strongly recommend that you have an established routine –getting up 

time, ‘school’ work time, break times, an established ‘home time’ and a set bedtime. It may prove beneficial 

to do the more focussed set school tasks in the morning then more creative activities in the afternoon. Build in 

daily reading time too – that is most important – and read to your child also. Children of all ages benefit 

greatly from this. 

 

Don’t forget to exercise too! 

 

Wednesday Word 

We are now sending this publication electronically each week. It is a great resource to enable you to discuss 

each weekly Gospel and theme with your child. The suggested questions and prompts for you to engage in 

discussion with your child are very good. It is very important that, alongside academic progress, we continue 

to nurture our children’s spiritual growth. Perhaps set aside a quiet time each day for some reflection.  Your 

child may enjoy producing an illustration of the weekly word (as we do in school). 
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We are now in the month of May – dedicated to the honouring of Mary, our Mother. During normal school 

times we would pray a decade of the Rosary each lunchtime while reflecting on a particular Mystery. This is a 

voluntary prayer group but I am always amazed at the huge turnout we have! Maybe you could set aside some 

family time to pray the Rosary this May. Also see the two prayers provided by our Holy Father, Pope Francis 

which he invites us to recite at the end of the Rosary.  

(vaticannews.va/en/pope/news2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html) 

 

Online Safety 

Further to previous correspondence I have sent, please ensure you are carefully monitoring your child’s online 

activity. Check they are not using social media sites intended for older users and are not playing any games 

designed for older players. Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation 

which protects children both online and offline – https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 

Free School Meal Eligibility 

Please refer to my letter of 22.4.2020 for details about this. Despite ongoing problems with the government 

website, I understand all our families who are eligible are now in receipt of their vouchers. In the period of 4 

weeks before the vouchers were available we managed to distribute up to 60 food hampers per week to 

families who required it.  

 

We are continuing to distribute a small number of hampers to those in need and/or awaiting FSM applications 

to come through. I must say a big thank you Father Habte at St William of York parish and Mrs Lynch at their 

school for their generosity and support with this. 

 

Please contact the school office if you think you may be eligible and you need us to send an eligibility check 

through to Southwark. 

 

Please contact me directly if you are experiencing any difficulties at this time (regardless of ‘eligibility’) 

 

As you are aware, today marks the 75th Anniversary of VE day. I hope we all manage to take some time out to 

remember the courage and sacrifice of those who have fought for peoples around the world, and for those we 

have lost more recently and for those currently involved in a very different battle. 

 

At the current time I have no indication when schools will be re -opening or even what this may 'look like' in 

practice. As soon as I have any information regarding this I will, of course, update you. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Stay safe. 

 

God Bless 

Mrs Lawton Quin 
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