
Dear Parents and Children, 

I hope you are well and keeping safe during this unprecedented time. 

I hope you managed to celebrate a happy and Holy Easter with your families, albeit a very 

unusual one. 

As we come to what would have been, in ordinary times, the last day of our holiday I would 

never have thought I would be writing such a letter. In the space of a matter of weeks, the 

world is not quite as we know it and, perhaps, it will never be again. None of us know what 

the new ‘normal’ will be going forward but it is more important than ever that we continue 

our mission to work together to support each other, look out for all members of our school 

community and provide the very best for our children. 

School remained open for children of ‘critical workers’ until 2nd April when the very low 

pupil attendance numbers made this an unviable option and the school was forced to close to 

pupils. I must thank all staff members who were available to work during this period. 

I know, as we all adjust in these times, you will have been finding your own routines and 

‘timetables’ that work best for you and your family. I did not presume to tell you how to 

organise your day. I truly believed a period of adjustment was necessary for each of us to 

start to come to terms in our own way.  

The decision to close schools with one day’s notice presented a number of challenges. 

However, we had started to collate homework packs in anticipation of closure so at least 

these could be distributed. These, in addition with Mathletics activities, provided work for 

children in the early weeks of closure. We also circulated a list of websites and Educational 

daily TV programs to access if parents found these of use. Of course, this was not going to be 

a long- term solution, but we were doing our very best to offer ‘off-site’ activities for pupils. 

Subsequently, the staff and I have been trialling a number of ‘remote learning platforms’. As 

you can imagine, the market was flooded with a range of options but I felt it important that 

we discern, trial and select a platform that we felt worked best for our school. We have 

agreed on ‘Tapestry’ - a learning platform that will allow class teachers to set work and 

communicate with their pupils and give individual feed back to them. Going forward, this 

communication should prove invaluable.  

Having now subscribed to this program, the teachers have received their log- in details and 

are familiarising themselves with the system and composing their ‘welcome’ messages for 

their classes when the system goes ‘live’ very soon. The teachers are very much looking 

forward to this. Please tell your children that we miss them and their teachers will be in touch 

soon. 

Miss Rice will be sending a letter to parents later today with full details and further 

explanation for parents regarding the technicalities. (Not my strong point when it comes to 

I.T. but I am learning fast!) 

In the meantime, I hope you are managing to spend time with your children on other 

activities –READING, exercise, creative projects, art, cookery, singing, dance and talking. 

These are suggestions as I am acutely aware of the differing conditions in which all our 

families are enduring this lock- down and it is certainly not without its challenges for many. 



Please also remember your child’s spiritual development at this time. Remind them to say 

their prayers – perhaps even set aside a family prayer time in your daily routine. In these 

troubling times do not forget the power of prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I will be in touch on a regular basis and I will forward any information I receive from 

Southwark LA.  

Whilst our school building may be closed our school community remains fully open. Please 

contact the school office email if we can assist in any way.  

If you wish to contact me directly for any reason you can email me at 

headteacher@stfcabrini.southwark.sch.uk 

 

Stay safe, 

God Bless 

Kind regards 

M. Lawton-Quin 
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