Welcome to

St Francesca Cabrini
Catholic Primary School
NURSERY CLASS

A short guide for Nursery Class parents

Please read this
booklet carefully.
It contains lots of
information which will
help your child settle
into Nursery Class
quickly and happily.
We aim to make the start
of Nursery a welcoming
and happy beginning to
your child’s learning
journey.

Mission Statement
At St. Francesca Cabrini Catholic Primary School we aim:
To provide a caring and spiritually enriching Catholic
environment in which all staff, pupils, parents and governors
work together to develop their full potential – spiritually,
morally, academically and socially.
To pass on the Catholic faith to our pupils through prayer,
example, practice and teaching.
To ensure that all relationships within the school are based on
mutual respect and trust.
To provide a curriculum which promotes academic excellence
within every child in all areas of the curriculum.
To ensure that our work in the life of the school reflects the
Gospel values.
To develop positive working relationships between parents,
staff, priests and governors.
To place spiritual development, moral education and pastoral
care in equal importance with academic progress and
achievement.

The Nature of the Nursery
Nursery may be a child’s first introduction into a large
group of other children, unknown adults and new experiences outside of their home. This makes it a critical first
step in the development of their attitudes to others and to
learning.
The Nursery does not only prepare children for school.
It values and respects the special stages of development
children of 3 and 4 years of age are going through and is
organised to meet their particular needs at this time.
This is an age of enormous learning and discovery.
Children make no distinction between work and play.
Their natural instinct to play occurs at a time of most
rapid intellectual growth which is prompted by curiosity
about themselves, the world around them and social
relationships.

The ‘Settling In’ Curriculum
The purpose of the ‘Settling In’ curriculum is to give
children, especially those who are new to Nursery, the
time and space to become secure and relaxed in the
environment. To learn the routines and procedures, to
be supported in exploring and using the areas of
learning and to form relationships so that their time in
Nursery is a happy, positive experience.
Some points to consider:
Knowledge and Understanding

Greeting an adult (saying ‘good morning’ and
‘good bye’)

Significant adult names

Learn the daily routine

Learn where to hang their coat/name tag

Use the toilet independently

Explore all areas of the nursery and how to use the
equipment and resources

Learn basic rhymes and other songs

Learn and accept boundaries

Communication strategies

How to care for books

Share with others

Take measured risks in a
safe environment

Learn how to use the
outside equipment safely
and with control.

The ‘Settling In’ Curriculum
Skills

Be able to find coat peg and name

Be able to recognise their name

Be able to find their way around the nursery
environment

Take care of the environment and equipment

Be able to choose and explore an activity

Respond to their name

Listen to and follow instructions

Learn to play with others

Begin to share, take turns and wait their turn

Communicate needs and feelings appropriately

Develop control, coordination and spatial
awareness inside the nursery an outside in the
playground

The ‘Settling In’ Curriculum
Attitude

Part happily and confidently from parent/carer

Begin to form relationships and interact with
other children and adults

Be able to stay for a time at an activity with and
without an adult and sit quietly when necessary

Cooperate and participate at drinks time and
carpet time

Cooperate on simply directed tasks

Play with equipment appropriately, happily and
constructively

Show sympathy for and empathy toward other
children

Show sensitivity towards living things

Become confident in the outside environment to
climb, balance ride, run, jump, throw and catch

Take a leading role in tidying up

Practical Information
Timings
The session times are: Morning 9:15 am - 12:15 pm
Afternoon 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Children who stay the whole day begin at
9:15am - 3:30pm.
It is very important that your child arrives on time. The
beginning of each session has its own valuable routine
with which your chid needs to become familiar with. It
is equally important to collect your child on time as it
can be distressing for them to be left.
When arriving please encourage your child to hang up
their coats/bags by themselves. Encourage them to find
their name tag to self-register rather than do it for them.
Please let the Nursery team know who will be picking
up your child if not always you and introduce them.

Practical Information
Clothing
Please ensure your child is dressed in clothes which
allow them to be as independent as possible when
going to the toilet. Tight buttons or belts are not
recommended.
Clothes need to be suitable for climbing, outdoor play
and all weathers.
Shoes should have Velcro fastenings and suitable for all
physical activities.
Please provide a pair of wellington boots
for ‘Busy Bees’ outdoor school, that can
be left at school during term time.
A good outdoor coat with a hood, suitable
for all weathers must be worn everyday.
Please ensure you label all items of
clothing clearly with their name
(coat, hat, scarf, etc). This will prevent
any mix up with similar items of
outdoor clothing.
We try to protect children’s clothes from paint, glue,
water, etc. but accidents can happen so please dress
them in clothes they feel relaxed and comfortable in
and which are not their ‘best’.

Practical Information
Toileting
We understand that children enter Nursery at different
stages of toileting. We encourage them to be
independent and able to look after themselves. We ask
that all children wear knickers/pant and no nappies or
pull ups are worn to nursery.
We ask that all children bring a bag with
multiple changes of clothes, including:

Knickers/pants

Shorts/legging/trousers/trach
suits

T-shirt/Jumper

Socks
The Nursery Library
In the foyer is a selection of quality picture books
organised into ‘book bags’ that you and your child can
borrow.
Toys/Jewellery
Children are not allowed to bring their own toys to
nursery because they might cause disagreements or get
lost. Girls can wear stud earrings but no other jewellery
is permitted.
Food
Water and milk is available in class as well as a daily
piece of fruit. Children do not need to bring in any food
and we ask that there is no food kept in bags. Lunch is
provided by the school kitchen.

‘Busy Bugs’
Outdoor Learning School
Nursery Class enjoy being outside and exploring the
school grounds. We have the opportunity to watch the
seasons change and develop over time as well as
overlook what is growing in the garden area at different
times of the year.
Once we have our wellies on and outdoor wear we
enjoy seeking out new experiences and coming up
close to nature, we don’t mind getting our hands all
mucky!
The nursery team take every opportunity to explore
their themes and stories, such as building an actual
house made of sticks for the wolf to blow down or
exploring the Big Bad Wolfs Forest!
By giving the children first hand experiences of finding
bugs, planting seeds and watching them explore the
same areas all year round, as the seasons change, gives
them additional chances to build their language skills
and further promotes their love of learning about the
world around them.
Busy Bugs...
We love outdoor learning!

Medication and Sickness
It is not expected that your child will be attending
school whilst on antibiotics or other short term
medication.
Any requirements for medication need to be discussed
with the Nursery teacher and the school office.
Please do not send your children to school if they have
been sick, experienced vomiting or diarrhoea in the
night or morning - even if they say they feel fine!
For any contagious childhood diseases, e.g. chicken
pox or measles, please check with your G.P. for the
length of quarantine and inform the school office.
Please note that if children come to school sick, they
can pass their illness on to a large number of other
children or teaching staff and will be sent home.
If your child is off school due to illness please phone
the school office every morning of your child’s
absence and follow the automated instructions if
phoning before 8am. School Office tel:020 8699 8862

We hope your child will look forward to starting Nursery Class,
settle quickly and happily, form relationships,
develop independence and become successful learners.

The practical issues covered in this booklet
will underpin your child’s confidence and
self-esteem at the start of school life.
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